CHAPTER 25 













< 


YOU THOUGHT 
pore gee 
‘AS YOU WANT. Louie 

THAT 
eens BUT DONT 
BUT I CANT. é 
mistake, 





YEAH, YKNOW, 
ITS $0 COZY IN. 
HERE, AND T DON'T 
USUALLY STAY 
UP THIS LATE... 


UNLESS I yUST 
GOT ANEW Game, 


‘OR SOMETHING. 


$0 ANYWAY- 


We'ge TRYING Adee oot vow 
‘TO GET THINGS THATS PRETTY MUCH TO BREAK INTO THE 


LL T CAN TELL YOU WER FLOORS, 
apour sues tavour. 1 “Youre ON Your 
WELL, some OWN FOR THOSE. 
OF US are. 





0 Y'ALL EVEN 
HAVE A PLAN YET? 


DOES THAT MEAN WE 
CAN, LIKE, ASSUME THEYRE 
AFTER US FOR OUR MONSTERS’ 
USEFUL ABILITIES... 


I's STILL USEFUL 
TO HAVE AS MUCH 
INFORMATION AS. 
POSSIBLE, RIGHT? 


OR MAYBE THEY 
JUST WANT TO 
Keer BETTER 
TRACK OF US. 


NANCY, YOURE 
SURE YOURE NOT 
IN TROUBLE, TOO? 


WELL, EITHER WAY, 
THIS IS BORING 
$0 I'M OUT. 


YOU BETTER CALL 
‘Me IF YOU EVER. 
ACTUALLY END UP. 
DOING ANYTHING, 
OKAY?! 


YEAH. T HAVEN'T 
HEARD A PEEP. 


C/ BUT THEN, SHELL 


ALREADY KNOWS 
WHERE T AM, SINCE 
THEY PAY FOR MY 
APARTMENT. 


PLUS, Me N’ RED 
TRICKED THEM 
INTO THINKING, 

We'Re USELESS, 
REMEMBER? 


THERE'S A 
REGULAR 
oor, YoU 





CAN WE NOT TALK, 
‘ABOUT DREAMS 
T HAP KIND OF RIGHT NOW? 
AFREAKY DREAM. 


WEVE GOT 
CA eet STUFF TO DO. 
La 


oI DIONT 
SAY IT WAS. 
IMPORTANT, 


sone List ON 
! 
YOURE SING ,.THE SUBJECT? 
IN THE DARK! 








WE DON'T EXACTLY 
WE DONT EVEN HAVE HAVE A LOT TO GO ON. 


I WISH T COULD 
SEND RIK’ OUT TO 
‘SCOUT AROUNP, BUT 
IT'S TOO RISKY. 





EVEN WHEN, 
EVERYONE ELSE 


KINDA JUST 
‘YOU ANP 
Me? 





{ wustneerer to | { okay, TLL Ger 
| Gras THE Bore \ out oF Your 
OPENER. 


\ “HAIR Now! 


REALLY ALONE, 
YOu KNOW? 





AND I FEEL...I DUNNO. 
WEIRD ABOUT IT, I GUESS. ‘OH! T KNOW 
THAT 


WE'RE IN VIOLETS 
HOUSE, AND HER DAP LDIDN‘T MEAN- 
Ricca Cre | Geis 
KEEP US SAFE... WITH YOU... 


TALK ABOUT 
SOMETHING ELSE. 


+1:P0 YOU HAVE 

SOME KIND OF 

PROBLEM WITH 
West? 





T_SHOULDN'T HAVE: 
BEEN SO SNIPPY 
WITH HIM, 


YEAH, BUT I GET WHY 
SHE FEELS THAT WAY. 


KERA IS JUST 
HAIR. 


BUT WesT AND 


THEY'RE IN AS 
MUCH DANGER AS 
‘Me AND AYO. 


HE SHOULD 
UNDERSTAND. 


OK, THIS 1S 
GONNA SOUND 
MEAN, BUT LIKE. .. 


HE DOESN'T 
GET IT! 


BUT IT DOESNT Seem 
TO BOTHER HIM, THE 
WAY IT BOTHERS Me. 


WEST IS LIKE... 
HAPPY! 


HE ALWAYS ACTS LIKE 
IT'S A BIG GAME. 


I PON’T KNOW. 


ITISN’T REALLY 
His FAULT. 


LIKE We're ON AN 
ADVENTURE, OR 
SOMETHING PUMB 
LIKE THAT. 


I DUNNO... 


JULIE 1S. 
LIKE THAT, 
T00. 


I's yusr. .. 


DON'T YOU FIND 
‘THAT KIND OF 
POSITIVITY. . . 


REALLY 
ANNOYING? 





SURE YOU LISTEN TO 
are. You! WOULD You 
Sh) 


YOU DON'T. 
EveN ON Y THAT... 2 


hy 
i. 





WHEN We GET SURE THING. 
A CHANCE TO BE 
‘ALONE... 


IVE GOT SOMETHING 
TVE BEEN WANTING TO 


‘SHOW YOU, 





You're BUSY 
WITH VIOLET. 














TM ALWAYS 
HAPPY"?! 


HOW COULD. 
SHE THINK THAT?! 


Is SHE 
AN IDIOT OR 
SOMETHING?! 


IT SOUNDS LIKE TM SORRY 


WHOAH, HEY, 2 
|, HEY , IT'S BEEN HARD... , T HAVENT BCEN 
COME ON NOW, ABLE TO VISIT. 


SINCE GRANDPA 
M : HAD HIS FALL, 
te BION T DONT Like 
ue we asi 
A.B20 way. senainrse 
REALLY 
ula AND I ALREADY 
HAVE TO BE AT 
SCHOOL ALL DAY- 





TO BE HONEST... 


I CANT STOP. 

THINKING ABOUT 

WHAT LULENSKI 
TOLP US... 


OF- OF COURSE \/ 
I. WOULPNT 


BUT I KEEP HAVING AND T HAVE NO IDEA 
CAM IE IT EVEN REAL, 
Maar =) OR IF IT WAS JUST 
tes SOME KIND OF 
TRICK, OR WHAT. 


ACTUALLY DO IT! 


I gUSsT- I vst 
WANT To KNOW! 


Not 

THAT I WOULD 

ACTUALLY USE 
IT, BUT... 


THE IDEA THAT IT 
MIGHT BE OUT THERE 
IS DRIVING Me CRAZY. 


ABOUT A MACHINE THAT 
COULD PUT THE MONSTERS 
BACK IN OUR BODIES. 


BUT YOU WOULDN'T 
ACTUALLY WANT 
TO DO THAT TO 
G@UUZY, WOULD You? 


WOULDN'T THAT 
SORTA BE, UH, 
KILLING Him? 


RFI... 

PO YOU REMEMBER, 
LIKE, MONTHS AGO, 
LTOLP YOU MY 
BiG BROTHER WAS 
COMING HOME 

FOR A VISIT? 


DID I TeLL You 
WHAT HAPPENED: 
WITH THAT... 


I DONT 
THINK SO. 





I KNOW YOUR, 
PARENTS DIDN'T 
WANT YOU TO TELL 
HIM ABOUT GUUZY... 


THEY SAID IT WOULD 
MAKE THINGS TOO 
"COMPLICATED." 


WELL, THE G00? NEWS IS, 
T PIPN7 TELL HIM... 


Look at THAT 
UNIFORM! 


MY BOY'S AN 
AIR FORCE MAN! 


——— 


BET T.CAN STILL Is THAT DESMOND?! 
BEAT YOU IN 
ARM WRESTLING, 


Neh KID, YOU'RE GONNA, 


BE TALLER THAN 
ME, SOON! 


HAHA, 
WeLL see 
ABOUT THAT! 








MAN!!! 
OH MANE "MOM, YOUR MASHED 
POTATOES ARE THE BEST. 


Yeau,BuT THEYRE 
MODE WITH THAT SPECIAL 
10M Love! 
I MISSED THIS 
es Ha. WHATEVER 
YOU SAY, DEAR. 


THEYRE JUST 
OUT OF A BOX. 


= vez, YOU GUYS 


SERIOUSLY? HOULDN'T LET 
HIM STARVE 
HIMSELE. 


WHAT'S UP WITH 
YOU, BIG MAN? 


How come Youre 
NOT HAVING ANY?! 


HE'S JOKING, 
OF COURSE. 


He's FULL FROM 
THE BIG PIZZA HE 
HAD WITH HIS FRIENDS 
EARLIER. 





YOU ACTUALLY 
REMEMBER 
THAT?! 


LTHOUGHT 
YOU DIDN'T, 
LIKE, CARE... 


RIENDS, HUH? 

I THOUGHT YOU WeRE 

ALL BUMMEP BECAUSE 

YOUR NERPY DUNGEONS 

ANP DRAGONS FRIENDS 
MOVED AWAY. 


p= 


YEAH, I MET SOME 
NeW PEOPLE. 





SIMILAR 
INTERESTS. 


DESMOND! 
OF course YouR 
BROTHER CARES 


‘ABOUT YOU. 


HAHA, IT'S 


HUH? $0, BASICALLY, 
MORE NERDS. 





/ 
PAY MUCH ATTENTION WHILE 


IT'S TRUE THAT I DIDN'T 


I WAS LIVING HERE. 
BUT SINCE I'VE 
BEEN AWAY $0 LONG, 
IVE STARTED TO 
ACTUALLY MISS MY 
DORKY LITILE BRO! 


TRUST Me, 
TM AS 
SURPRISED 
AS YOU ARE. 
<| 


$0 TELL Me! 
YOU GOT NEW 
FRIENDS, OR WHAT? 


WE THINK THERE'S A NEW 
BOY HE LIKES, T00. 


HAHA, STOP! 
You'Re 
EMBARRASSING 
‘Me! 


IM GLAD THEY Kept 
MY ROOM, LIKE, EXACTLY TKNOw IT's 11'S KINDA 
THE SAME OS t LEFT IT. SILLY, BUT... COMFORTING, 
You KNOW? 





Now THAT 
MOM ANP PAD 
ARE BUSY... 








HAHA, IT'S NOT 
THAT BAD, I 


SORRY, I uusT- 


IT'S NoT THAT 
I DONT WANT TO- 





STOP, PUDE! 


YOu DON’T 
NEEP TO 
EXPLAIN. 


ITS No BIG 
DEAL! 


DON'T WORRY 
ABOUT IT. 


IM GONNA GO 
SEE WHAT MOM 
‘AND DAD ARE 
DOING. 


HE FINALLY 
WANTED TO LIKE, 
‘CONNECT WITH 





MAYBE IF YOU 
TOLP BINA ABOUT 
THOT, SHED START 
‘TO UNDERSTAND. 


TELL BINA? 


ARE YOU 
KIDDING? 


WHY WOULD T 
WANT TO EVEN 
TALK TO HER? 


Besipes, 
T HAVENT TOLD 
ANYBODY 
EXCEPT YOu. 


OKAY, BUT 
T REALLY THINK 
THAT IF YOU JUST 
TALKED To YOUR 
FRIENDS ABOUT 
THIS, THEY 
MIGHT= 


YOU HAVEN'T 
EVEN TOLD 
JULIE? 


YOU DON’T 
GET IT! 


I THOUGHT SHE 
WAS YOUR BEST 
FRIEND. 


‘SHE ONLY EVER 
WANTS TO HANG, 
OUT WITH VIOLET, 

Now. 
YEAH, was. 


YOU PONT 
HAVE THIS 
PROBLEM, 50 
‘STOP GIVING 
Me ADVICE 
ABOUT IT! 





IM SORRY- 
I SHOULDNT Have- 
T HAVE TO MAKE 
GRANDPA HIS 
DINNER, THOUGH. 


CAN You Come 
DOWN? THERES 

| SOMETHING WRON 
CEN pa \" WITH VIOLET. 





TM JUST WeIRDED 
‘OUT THAT SHE'S 
LAUGHING AT ALL. 


SHE'S GOTTA BE 
DELIRIOUS. 


IT IS ABSURD 
TO SEE ANIMA 
SITTING ON THE 
‘COUCH... 


T APOLOGIZE FOR 
MY OUTBURST. IT IS DIFFICULT 
TO CONCENTRATE... 


BUT LAM STILL. 
FINE. 





DUDE, HAVE YOU BEEN 
2 YOUR SLEEPING BAG 
SLEEPING, LIKE, AT ALL? treet 


You KNOW 
T HAVE. 


$0 BASICALLY, YOUVE 
BEEN CONSTANTLY 
HALF-AWAKE FOR 


BOTH OF YOUR 

BOPIES, THOUGH? ue SHIFTS ARE TAKEN, 
50 THE SHIELD IS, 

ALWAYS MAINTAINED. 


=: YOUR HEAD IS 
VERY SHINY. DONT START LAUGHING 
AGAIN, PLEASE... 
T NEVER NOTICED 
IT BEFORE. 





ARENT YOU USED TO KEEPING }/ IT NeveR NEEDED To 
UP A MENTAL SHIELD ALL BE CONSTANTLY 
THE TIME? MAINTAINED. .. 


POOR VIOLET! 
THIS 1S JUST LIKE YOU. 


EVEN WHEN YOU WERE 
sUcH AWARD Worker. x Phap 10 Bee YOU NOt, 
XE Ae Re TO STAY OUT PRACTICING 
‘TOO LATE! 
(MULTIPLE PEOPLE 
ARE MORE BUT YOU STILL STAYED 
OF A STRAIN. UP TO FINISH ALL YOUR 
HOMEWORK AFTER YOU 
ey GOT BACK! 
ESPECIALLY SINCE 
I MUST CONCENTRATE 
HARDER TO KEEP MY 
THOUGHTS OUT OF 
Yours. 


WOW! I DIDN'T EVEN 


I ACTUALLY REMEMBERED KNOW I HAP THAT DONTWOERY 
Tear! That's NOT Just IN THERE, UNTIL 2 
SOMETHING YOU TOLD I THOUGHT OF IT. 

‘ME ABOUT! 


THAT MUST BE ONE WeLL GeT You 
OF THE ONES YOU REAL RES 
RESTORED, HUH?! eons u: 











ASLEEP. AND No CENCE ee. BUT, UM, 
SEEKER E UNS A tus mieur ust 26 THe aie 
ANYTHING LIKE THAT. .. BEING ‘REALLY ALONE™ STILL HERE? 


FOR A WHILE, 


THAT'S WHAT 
LWANTED To 
‘SHOW YOU! 





THEY WERE 
REALLY 6000. 


/ 1 Use0 70 VY THis Is 2 i GEN 
Une PINDSAURS Bee raih Nee, pases 
ee = LIKE THAT, ag 
\ ‘ANYMORE. ))\ 
ec = 
2 Ae 





H,NO, NO... YOU KNOW TVvE 


x r HAD A CRUSH 
I REALLY DO. ae ‘ON YOU SINCE 
T MeT YOU, 
RIGHT? 


You saip You 
KILL MY HEART. 


DIDN'T MEAN 
IT, THOUGH. 


Iwas 
dust. 


TRYING. 
SOMETHING. 








was I YOUR, 
FIRST CRUSH? 


"EVEN WITH EVERYTHING. 
THAT JUST HAPPENED 
TO Me 


EVEN WITH A HOLE 
WHERE MY HEART 
SHOULD Be- 


LCAN STILL 
FEEL LIKE THIS. 
$0 I MUST BE 
away." 


TLKeD MY 
FRIEND'S BROTHER, 
BEFORE YOU. 


BUT BECAUSE OF THAT, 
T KNEW THAT FEELING 
ALREADY. 


$0 WHEN I SAW You, 

AND I FELT IT AGAIN, 
T REMEMBER 
THINKING. .. 


I HELD ON 
TO THAT LIKE 
A LIFELINE. 











YOU KNOW, YOUVE BEEN LIKE A ROCK 
FOR Me. 


YOU'RE BASICALLY THE 


BbYMY br BEM! 4 Gee B-BUMP B-BuMe 
we 8 

© ; ce. ” — A 

WE'RE TRYING V4 


S| roeeer ouret, 
BN Ls ‘YOU KNOW. 


rT eo y ay 
aunt g-guit an 





























TEN MINUTES... 


We JUST NEepeD 

TO GET READY. 
ITS LIKE, SIX IN 
THE MORNING. 


DONT TELL Me 


nor V 
WHERE'S THE NOT HERE TOFIGHTY, U Like IT's UP 
REST OF YOUR RESOUSE toe HE says. TO HIM. 
FRIENDS? 


IS THIS SOME 
KINDA TRICK? 


You can take me \ / petuaty, 
Back to set. U quarsuinpa Y I WANT To see .. ANSWERS TO 


T WON'T RUN. WHAT wae | LULENSKI... WHAT, exBeTLy? 


HOPING FOR. 
TWANT 
ANSWERS. 


Hat 


I BET YOU 
Do! 





THE MACHINE. 


THE ONE THAT 
CAN TURN THE 
MONSTERS BACK 
INTO PARTS OF 
‘OUR BODIES. 


WELL, ARENT YOU 
FULL OF DEMANDS! 


THE MACHINE'S REAL, 
BUT IT'S NOT GOING TO WORK. 
WITHOUT MORE OF YOUR 
FRIENDS. 


I MEAN, THATS. 
THE WHOLE POINT 
OF WHY We're 
DOING THIS, RIGHT? 


YOU CAN JUST 
FORGET ABOUT 
THOT! 


I CAME ALONE... 
TWwaAlTep TIL I WAS 
FAR AWAY FROM THEM 
TO CALL OUT TO YOU... 


YOU'RE NOT GOING 
TO FIND THEM. 
IT'S JUST Me! 


You suRE 
ABOUT THAT, 
BUDDY? 





euuzy?! 


YOU FOLLOWED ME?! 


—) 


BUT- I Never 
THOUGHT YOU- 


I was supposep 
TO Be ALONE! 


Y-YOU HEARD... 


WHAT I Sab? CUUEY Tos 


/M ONLY. 
CURIOUS ABOUT 
THAT MACHINE, 
TP Never WANT 
TO ACTUALLY 
USE IT... 


You. 
YOU KNOW, 
THAT, RIGHT? 























$0 YEAH, THAT'S 
THE WHOLE STORY. 





IT was over 
$0 FAST... 





IT was crazy. 








COULDN'T STOP 
THINKING ABOUT 
THAT MACHINE. 





I KNOW WHAT I STILL WAKE UP WITH 
T saip! CRAVINGS... 


IWANT 10 
‘STOP THINKING 
‘ABOUT IT, BUT 
HOW CAN T2! 


evervone’s 
ALWAYS EATING! 
EVERYWHERE! 








Because \ 
I DONT JUST 
DO WHATEVER 

I WANT. 


OBVIOUSLY. 


TM gust 
KINDA RELIeveD. 





YOU AND Me ARE IF SOMETHING 
Warren BUT YOU ALWAYS 


, ABEL 
Cass || rc 
OUR MONSTERS y a 
ARE, LIKE, VITAL eae if 
ORGANS. 


IN THE SAME BOAT. 


YOu Never seemer 
T0...10 HATE 
HIM, OR... 


OR WISH HE 
WAS GONE. 


I-THOUGHT... ate 
WEST CAN Feel I Guess 

THAT WAY, we'ee BOTH 

BUT I CAN?" THE Worst. 


THE worsT 
PERSON IN 
THE WORLD. 





$0...WHAT PO YOU THERE'S ONLY 
ONE THING, 
WANT 70 20, NOW? bape 


WE WERENT. 
FINISHED GATHERING 
INFORMATION, AND 


I DUNNO ABOUT 
YOU, BUT I THINK IT'S 
00 LATE T0 Keer 
PLANNING NOW. 








ONE STRONG HEART 
TO ANOTHER! 
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